
 
ACORN    

A QUICK GUIDE TO LOCATING A WIRELESS NETWORK 
ADAPTER S MAC (Me dia Acce s s Co n tro l) ADDRESS:

   

1) If the wireless adapter is detachable from the laptop then its MAC 
address will be printed on the back of it along with its serial number - 
that's the easiest way to find it!   

2) If, as is far more likely however, the wireless adapter is 'built-in then 
the procedure for finding it is as follows:   

FOR WINDOWS XP:  

Bring up a Command Prompt by navigating to Start > All Programs > 
Accessories > Command Prompt, as shown:   

 



and a black box will appear as below:   

   

At the prompt, type "ipconfig /all" (without the quotes) and hit enter:   

   

The MAC address is called the Physical Address in the above display, but 
notice that there are two!!  



The first one is described under the heading Ethernet adapter Local Area 
Connection and the second is under the heading Ethernet adapter Wireless 
Network Connection . Please ignore all the information under the Local 
Area Connection heading as this is irrelevant to wireless networking. Acorn 
always needs the physical address that appears underneath the Wireless 
Network Connection heading, which in the above example is 00-18-DE-AD-
4C-50.  

Please note that the information for the Wireless Network Connection is not 
always displayed after that for the Local Area Connection: sometimes the 
information for the wireless connection is right at the top!   

FOR WINDOWS VISTA OR WINDOWS 7:  

The procedure is the same as above except  that the Start Menu displays 
slightly differently (the following are from Windows7):  

Click the Flying Window button, then All Programs :   

   

then Accessories : 



   

then Command Prompt :   


